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Abstract

This article analyses the naming practiceGinomal14 ’, a Bantu Grassfield language spoken in the WegioRe

of Cameroun. Our interest in this paper can beestain the following queries: what is behind the reisi that
make up the morphemes and the words uséthimala’ language as Names? What are the morphological
structure and the semantic implications of namethii; area? Our objectives in this paper are maduifdirst, we
want to identify the various morphosyntactic staues ofGhomala’ names. Secondly, it is aimed to discuss
their semantic implications. Thirdly we want tmsiize the native speakers to enhance the valtieeofculture
and identity through their family names. And figatb derogate the mental colonization and the esices
attribution of borrowed names to Cameroonian cladldrwhich in fact is taking them away from theiture,
language and identity. The data used in this redeawere collected mainly from the central and Seuth
Ghoémaalaa’ dialects. About one thousand (1000)esawere collected and transcribed with IPA symbdike
analyss was carried out following the American School of structuralism (Bloomfield, 1933, Harris 1957)
andAnthropo linguistics (Duranti 2003; Lévi-Strauss 1953-1973). The findings show ti@tomala’ names are
mostly made up of a concatenation of Phrases @ladises, namely NPs, VPs, and Non verbal Clauses.
Ghomala’ names are monosyllabic, disyllabic, trisyllalied quadrisyllabic. Many linguistic processes such
as derivation, verb flexion are also present.

Keywords. Culture,Ghomala’, |dentity, Language, Lexicon, Morpheme, Namingn@stics
0.Introduction

Scientific and technological development, as wedl antact with the western civilization is makinge t

Ghomala’' speakers lose their cultural values and identitagdture and identity are transmitted and exprsse
through language. As a matter of fact, languagérgpes the daily life and thought of the people vepeak it.
Naming can be defined as the fact of choosingingia name to a baby. Naming contributes to Hepmg of
people’s identities, as it is from name and mothegue that a child receives his first identitys & matter of fact,
naming and mother tongue are paramount leverseofdntity and culture, and a plinth which undeeleped
countries that are struggling to emerge should @arThis paper therefore studies the morphologitakture of
names in the area by questioning the lexical strecand the semantic contents of the names th&Hbma1a’
natives are given. Our worry is to know to whichest cultural practices can promote identity andogienous
development. We then, got interested by namingtigedn Cameroon and we chose our native area «the
Ghomala’' linguistic area ». Our main query in this artitdethe following: to which extent can naming
contribute to cultural nationalism in Cameroon? Whkaehind the sounds that make up the morphemsha
words used inGhomala' language as Names? What are the morpho-syntactictise and the semantic
implications of names? What are the criteria fomimg one’s child? The main hypothesis is that Narand
mother tongue are paramount levers of identity anttural nationalism. This paper seeks to entrench
Cameroonian in their culture and identity; to sensitize Cameroonian on the richness of home names; to sensitize

the native speakers to enhance the value of their culture and identity through their family names; to contribute to
cultural nationalism through naming. Moreover, #im of the article is to derogate the mental c@dation and
the excessive attribution of borrowed names to Gaaméan children, which in fact is taking them awfaym
their culture, language and identity. There is Mdtle literature on naming practice in Cameroanianguages.
Ekanjume-llongo (2014) only focused on a culturad &entity aspect played by naming within a multigral
and globalization context.
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Nzali (1987) attempted an anthropological studynafmes in the Bandenkop dialect @iomala’ Very few
authors have paid attention to the morphosyntatticture of African names and its semantic impilices.

1- TheGhom4la’ linguisticarea and classification

Ghéémaalad’ is a Grassfield Bantu language, spimkéve divisions of the Western region in Camerammely:
Mifi, Koung-Khi, Haut-Plateaux, Menoua and the Bmmtos division. According to Grimes (2010), native
speakers ofhomala’ language are estimated at about 260,000 on aamalof 1,170 km2. Thghomala’
linguistic area is made up of 16 Paramount villa¢Kingdoms): Bafoussam, Baleng, Bapi, Bandjouashdsn,
Bayangam, Bahouan, Batié, Bandenkop, Bapa,BangangBgoum,Bamendjou, Bameka, BansoaandBafounda.

Ghoéémaalaad’is assigned the code 960 (Dieuand Reh888) and includes four varieties of dialects enor less
homogeneous: Southe@homala’ (Batié, Bandenkop, Bapa,Bangam), Cenffabmala’ (Bandjoun,Baham,
Bayangam, Bahouan), Northern Ghéémaalaa’(BafousBateng, Badeng, Bapi) and westernGhéémaalaa’also
termed aggémba(Bamendjou, Bameka, Bansoa,Bafounda). The m#aad’ language is limited by the
following languages: Mungaka, §mamem, Fé’efé’, Yemba, Ngomba andNda'nda’. Grin&¥lQ) presents the
following classification for Ghomala’: Niger-kordah, Niger-congo, Benoue-Congo, Bantoid, Bantus€&frald
Bantu, East grassfield, central Bamileke. This sifastion is based on the genetic nature of thgulage, its
morphological behavior and its internal structure.

2- Methodology of data collectionand Theoretical framework

This section presents the data collection methagobnd theoretical plinth which this paper leans lbrgoes
without saying that the importance of any scientifiork is also determined by its theoretical orgion. The
data were collected mainly from the central (Bandjoand Southern (Batiéjhomala’. About one thousand
(1000) names were collected and transcribed wighsimbols. The collected data were perused andiedd
manually .We then classified them (the data) adngrtb their shape, size and theme. The studyaisimg on two
theories: structuralism (De Saussure 1916) in its American trend known as Behaviorism (Bloomfield 1933; Harris
1957) and Anthropo linguistics (Duranti 2003; Lévi-Strauss 1953-1973). The operatory principle of ldteer
consists of collecting and describing linguisticad@according to the norms of the structural lintiass and
anthropology. According to Lévi-Strauss (1973 :388}hropologyvise a une connaissance globale de 'homme,
embrassant son sujet dans toute: extension historique et géographique ,; aspirant d une connaissance
applicable a 'ensemble du développement hunftiructuralism on the hand, as postulated by Sa2i$$916) is
based on an essential principle: the consideratfdanguage as structure that is, a well-organizeslystemn
which the parts are arranged and connected togefher methodology of collecting and analyzing tregad
described aboveis purposely adapted firstly to Aogb linguistics and secondly to Behaviorism (aksaned as
Distributionnalism) which is an American trend afituralism.

3- Morphological structure of Ghomala’ names

MorphologicallyGhomala' names are monosyllabic, disyllabic, disyllabic gonadrisyllabic.
3.1- Monosyllabic names

This structure is very rare in the language andsiea meaning. We could only have one name out @@ that
make up our data. Table 1 displays an exampleasf same. Let us consider the example in table 1:
Table 1

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing | Gloses
Imba| [mba] Mba ?

3.2 Disyllabic names

The majority ofGhomal4a’ names are disyllabic; we could identify 778 names out the 1000 names that were
collected. These disyllabic names encompass nbwses, verb phrases and reduplications. Tableiags
instances of disyllabic names
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Table 2
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Gloses
Im-plin-si| e Mbungs The poorman o
Cl1-poverty-God [mbuns1 ] God
|si-mg| [simd] Simc The God of
God- person somebody
Img-pin| " Moping Let somebody
Person- accept [mopip] agree!
11i-11] [1i1i] Lili Continue
Search-search searching
[pop-m-pip| s Ponbing Be well and
Well -and-.accept [popmbip] acknowledge it

From this table we observe that disyllabic nameswaide up of associative constructions and redatfuits
3.3 Trisyllabic names and more

We could identify 222 names out the 1000 nameswleae collected, giving a percentage of 22, 2%blaa
displays instances of trisyllabic names:
Table 3

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Gloses
ti-pdp-mg| Coa s Tipongme ST
Without- good —person [tipdnme] )

|si-142-t[5m| [si142t{5m] Silatchon God will care one

God -future -care day

lrsllvue; pgeor;:’;m [nwepepdn ] Noupepon The good problem
L;Cv;l'tagl?téijg;_osoftlj'- friend [tibopst] Thongso }/;/iig;%ut % g0
o St W | T B B ot e o

From this table, we observe that trisyllabic namesverb phrases, clauses and noun phrases. Tphaotagical
analysis ofGhomala’ names has permitted us know the size and shaibe olames, what about the syntax or
the horizontal ordering?

4- The morphosyntactic structure ofGhomala’ names

Ghomala’ names are mostly made up of a concatenation lmfases and Clauses, namely NPs, VPs, and verbal
Clauses. Many linguistic processes such as damvyaterb flexion are also present. Noun phraseasaimclude
Associative NPs (Genitival NPs), Negative NPs.

4.1 Associative NPs names
In associative NPs or genitive NPs nameswe havenmwums that are linked by a morpheme which could be

segmentally or non-segmentally realised (Tamanfi&isah, 2004). I6homéala’, the constituents are either
linked by a floating low or high tone. In tableAM stands for Associative Marker. Let us considerekemples:
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Table 4
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
1-"-mg Simc
|(§;d -AII\I;IQ-|person [simg] Somebody’s God
Ngop- -si . Ngops ,
EfwaM_ G|od [Dgdpsi] God's fowl
Ip-yan-" -nwe| s Ngannot Man with many
Cl1- owner AM problem [nyapnawe ] problems
N-you- -si Ngueuss
ou- -si N ,
|(133I1§-(stranger-,|AM- God [Dysusi] Grod’s stranger
- —mg Momo
|I;2rs onm-ﬁM _somebody [memg ] Somebody’s person
i-yom-"-si Ghoms
1-yom S1 I~ . ,
|CI5§—(speech —,|AM— God [1yomsi] God ’s speech
u?- " -nwa Ngounot
L;jega??—AM I-lgvrf)lblem [pgu?nwd ] g The year of problems

The associative NPs or genitive NPsGinoma14° names are constructed mainly through prefixatibeither

the class one noun class mar|<fia1=| or the word |[si-|. The latter can also appear in some names as .suffix
From left to right, the structure of the assoctNPs inGhomala’ name sis made up of the head noun (HN),

the associative marker (AM) and the associated 6adh. This is structured as follows: HN+AM+AN.
4.2 Negative NPs names

The negative NPs namesGhoméala’ are constructed through the prefixation of the tiegamarker|ti-| to
the noun. This is structured as follows:

Negative NPs names =Neg + AN. Let us considerthenples in the table below:

Table 5
Morphological Form Phonetic Form | French writing Glosse
[t1-mg| ime Timo He who has nobod
Without-person [timo] y
[t1-pop-mo| L oAAmS Tipongmc The bad person
Without- good- person [tipogmo] P
[ti-z4| tizs TizeL He who has no name
Without-name [t1zo] (unfamous somebody
[t1-mg-mbe| imombé Timombe Nobody was there
Without-person -home [timombe ] y

From this table, we observe that negative NPs naamesonstructed mainly through prefixation of rga
marker. In a name like|ti-mg|, we have |ti-| "without" plus |-mg| “"somebody, person”.

4.3 Specificative or Qualificative NPs names

The Qualificative NPs names inGhomala’ are made up of qualificative adjectives and deiteers. Let us
consider the examples:

Table 6
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
|m-pon-si| N Mbonsol Good friend
Cl1-Good- friend [mbopsu]
Inwe-pspd)| Ny Noupepon Good issue
issue good [nwopepon ]
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nwe-néné N Nounéne
! | [nwenané] The truth
issue - true

In this table, the noungst| “friend" |nws| "problem", are specified or qualified by the adijees: |[poy| "good",
lpdn| "good”,|néné| "true"
4.4 Quantificative NPs names

The quantificative NPs names inGhomala’ are made up of quantifiers and numerals. Let ussider the
examples:

Table 7
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
la-nwe Malanot
K/ln;i-j Eﬁ',em [mélanws ] Many problems
N-nwd-m-4-m-paé Noumabet
m-nws-m-a-m-pus N N
|CI4— probem- CI4I—)nur|n.—CI4—tw0 [mnwomanbus ] Two problems
a?-si Dass
- cod [nda?si] only God

In this table, the noungsi| "God", |nws|"problem"”, are quantified or numbered by quantfiéne1a|"'many"”,
andlnda?|"only”, and by the numergpb&s| "two",|

4.5 The verb phrase (VP) names

Verb phrase names Ghomal4a’ is a concatenation of morphological elements iiclvithe verb is the head. We
could identify between declarative, imperativeembgative, and negative verb phrase names.

4.5.1 Declarative verb phrase names Declarativie perase names are made of up a Noun (or pronoliahse
Marker(TM) +verb. Let us consider the examples:

Table 8

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
si-"- pip| ipi Sipinc God has agreed
God -TM - agree [sipin] g
nga-"ye| Syé Ngay¢ | have seen it
| -TM- see [ngayé] v I

3— ’ -pi Ngaping(si
[0ga POl | [peipin] gaping( Thank you (God)

Iname- TM - agree

|si-142-t 5m| [si142t5m] Silatchon God will care ong

God -TM - care day
Inwd-"-n-jdm| (w3 j5m] Nunjorr Problems are
Issue- TM- AM- many J many

From the table above, we observe that, the npegiyé] is morphologically made up ofyga-|"I", which is a

pronoun that functions as noun;| the high tone here is the Tense Markei|'accept” is the verb, yielding
thus a declarative verb phrase structure.

4.5.2 Interrogative Verb Phrase Names
Interrogative  Verb Phrase Names are made of up arerrogative pronoun + Tense
Marker(TM) +verb. Let us consider the examples:

Table 9

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
|wo-1€-3je-"| Woleje
Who -TM — know- Inter

[wOlézj€] Whoever knows?
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ko-" mbi-wo
What- TM -to -who

[k3mbiwd ]

Kabiwe

Who has what?

From the table above, we observe that, the nmdd £3j €] is morphologically made up ofwo-|"who", which

is an interrogative pronoun that functions as subjél £| is the Tense Markelsj€['know" is the verld,” |the
high tone here is the interrogative intonatiorelding thus an interrogative verb phrase structure.

4.5.3 Negative Verb Phrase Names

Negative Verb Phrase Names are made of up NOUN +NEG+VERB. Let us consider the examples:

Table 10

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
si-’ —ka?-pig| e . Sikaping God has no
God-TM- Neg.-agree [sikatpip] agreed
|si-"-ka?-11| [sika?11] Sikali God has no
God-TM -Neg.-sleep agreed

32— ‘_ka?-pi Nkakaping
oot Neg-agres T | [nkatkaipin] Pine Life did not agree
N _ ’ _ N _ s Nka é
|I13I'M- Neg.-see kat-ye| [pkatyé] y | have not seen
r - ’ _ké,?_ j é v N . 7 Nkaje 1
|I?I'M-Neg.-know 3J¢l [Dka?zje] | don’t know

From the table above, we observe that, the naikg?pin] is morphologically made up dfsi-|"God", which

is a noun that functions as subjdkg?|is the Negation Markefpip|‘accept, acknowledge" is the verb, yielding
thus a negative verb phrase structure.

4.5.4 Imperative Verb Phrase Names
These are names that express order, command, &ithbe society or to the baby itself. Let us cdasithe

examples:
Table 11

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
[mys-"-1-yE| SHyE Migue Do it simpl
Just —TM- AM.-do [myouye] "+ SImpYy
myd-"-p-yim| 5oy Miguim Hold it simpl
Just ~TM-AM.- hold [myspyin] Py
[pip-"-pip| inpi Pingping Just accept it
accept -TM -accept [piopip] P
|1i-"-11] [1113] Lili Continue
Search-TM -search searching

From the table above, we observe that, the nayérjy£] is morphologically made up dfnys-|"just"”, which is
an adverb that functions as an order markgrjs the Tense Markely€|'do" is the verb, yielding thus an

imperative verb phrase structure.

5- Sentence names

Sentence names Ghomala’ is a concatenation of sentence elements, theked@subjectyerbs and object;
this is structured as follows: sentence names =+&x\Three types of sentences have been also igehtthe
affirmative sentence names, the interrogative sesteames, the negative sentence names and solaesé and

conditional names.

5 .1 Declarative Sentence Names
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The declarative sentences express the acceptdtitie social situation, the God fearing, or Godéxéhg mind
of the father who gives or chooses such namesigocHild. Instances of declarative sentence namegigen in
the table below:

Table 12
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing | Glosses
Img-pin-yd| N Mopinyé Everybody shoulg
Cl1-person-agree-his [mopinys] accept his own
[tdu-"-mbi-si| [t3umbisi] Teubiss The strength is to
Strength-TM —to-God God

From the table above, we observe that, the nameny8é] is syntactically made up of|me-|"somebody,
person” that function as subje¢t,the high tone here is the Tense Markeiy|'accept" is the verb andy$| is
the possessive pronoun, functioning as objectdiyiglthus the S+V+O structure of the sentence. ti@nother
hand, the nametpumbisi] is actually a declarative sentence meaning tteagth belongs to God.

5.2 Interrogative Sentence Names

These encompass rhetorical questions on the huoradition in the daily evens. This is the structufdoun+
Tense Marker (TM) +Verb+ Interrogative Pronoun. ustconsider the examples:

Table 13
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing | Glosses
lggl?g-}ﬁfrr}:i_srsﬁ%i_s?v'vho [ nwdtakndyéwd | Nutakdiewc Whose house hasn't got problems?
leséd_p J?,;[:]V?Vl,ho [sipowo] Sipowe Who can challenge God?
|(I;h|_1l.)iﬁaz,c(;m3_j-|-é|\;ién|ow_ what [mbG?35€ké] Boujeke What does an innocent man know?

From the table above, we observe that, the nameéijtakndyéwd] is syntactically made up d¢fiwe-|"issue,
problem” which function as subjedt’[the high tone here is the Tense Marken-| is the Aspect Marker
|tak|"lack, miss" is the verbndyé| stands for house andwo| is the interrogative pronoun, functioning as

object, yielding thus the S+V+0O structure of semtence. On the other hand, the nasigpw0] is actually an
interrogative sentence meanwwfo can challenge God?

5.3Negative sentence names

These are names that express negation as a whulense. They have the structure: SUBJECT + NEG +
VERB+(OBJECT). Let us consider the examples:

Table 14

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
nwd-ti-n-tfjé&-si-pd| NPT Noutchetchie: Nothing can
Issue-Neg.-Asp pass-God.-Neg. [nwetit[jesips] overwhem God
lka?-ka?-pip) Cor o« Kakaping Life did not
life -Neg.-accept [karka?pip] accept
| -Neg.-deny [pka?kapnys ]
[mbu-"~ti-mye| it imys Boutimi Endless grudge
grudge —TM- Neg.- finish [mbutimys] grudg

S ki9-18-t (3 Nukiletchon Problems neve
[nwe-ki?-1e-tfom| [nwski?1t5m] care where it
Issue- Asp-Neg. - care happen
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From the table above, we observe that, the nametit(jésipd] is syntactically a negative sentence, made
up of:|nwa-|"issue, problem" that function as subjetti| is the negation markef-n-| is the Aspect Marker|

t{jé| "pass, overwhelm" is the verfsi| stands for God, functioning as object, yielding thus the S+V+O
structure of the sentence.

5.4 Some If clause and conditional m names

Table 15
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosse
[pop-n-pin| < Pongbin If you are well,
well-coord -accept [popmbip] acknowledge it.
Imbi-si-133 ¢ r1an Bisileu  God savs it
If - God- says [mbisilau] \}

6- The semantic value ofGhoma14’ names

In this section we will discuss the meaning of names; in Ghoma14’ there are masculine names, feminine names,
twins and circumstantial names. Many names that are given to children in this area have a meaning; the meanings
vary according to the day that you were born on.

6.1 Masculine names

Masculine names are names that are given exclysieaiale child. Some of these start with the prefit a-
|"father",|£5-|"king"

Table 16

Morphological Form | Phonetic Form | French writing | Glosses

A— mo Tamc
[ta- mo| [tamg] Somebody’s fathe
father person

S-76 Fotso, Foze .
|£o-20] [£5-26] The king of name
King name

Such names can be put into feminine forms; in this case, we will have a double prefixation with [m&-|"mother".

Table 17
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
|mé -t &-me| [métamd] Matamc The mother of
Mother —father- person somebody’s father
|mé-£5-2z0| [mé£5z5] Mafotsc The mother of the
Mother- King - name king of name

6. 2 Feminine names

Feminine names are names that are given exclusiodlmale child. Some of these start with theigrefmé -
|"mother”,|nzwi-|"wife".

Table 18
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosse
n-gwi-nzg| [hgwinsé ] Djuidje The wife of
Cllwife prohibition SWLIS pohibition
@leé_séLd [N3wisi] Djuiss The wife of God
IN-3zwi-kdm| e I Djuikom The wife of the
Clilwife group [n3wikom] group
Imé-kém-té| s Makamte The mother of the
Mother notable trade [mekemte] notable of
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| | | | commerc |
For the masculinisation of feminine names, there are two rules that apply; for the names bearing the prefix
Inzwi-|"wife", there is double prefixation witht a-|"father" coming first. Whereas the names bearimgpitefix
Imé€-|"mother”, there will be a commutation or substitntof |mé-|"mother" by|ta-|"father".

Table 19

Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
|ta-nzwi-nzé| [tadgwiisé ] Tadjuidje The father of the
Father-wife - prohibition wife of pohibition
[ta-nzwi-si| [tangwisi] Tadjuiss The father of the
Father - wife -God wife of God
|ta-nzwi-kom| [tanswiksm] Tadjuikorr The father of the
Father - wife group wife of the group
ta-kém-t8| Takamt father of the of thi

[takémté] notable of
father -notable - trade commerce

From this table, we observe tl@iomala’ speakers give names to their children accordirtbealay they were
put to birth. If a child was born on the « prohidrits day », then he is given a specific namekgddje "wife of

the prohibition"Tadjuidje "father of the wife of the prohibitiérthe prohibition day according to the calendar of
that area, which is made up of 08 days, is likedayrin the Christian tradition. That is supposedéothe day
that God rested after the creation of the universe.

6.3 Twins or neutral Names
From your mname they know if you are a twin; such names Dbear the Suffix:
|-mgnys|'twin". These names cannot be inherited, unless dhild was borne haphazardly in the same

circumstances with the person whose name is beéuag go the baby child. Circumstantial names cargiven
both to male and female baby child.

Table 20
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
@I_lklflglt_);(zﬂ?vzli' [QkEmmanys] fammogn Twin's name
gg;ﬁ;:@?ﬁi' [Jyeménys] Chemogn Twin’s name
E);V:r{ifﬁ_éne@_n ty\,a!f, [pwo?tmonys ] Fouomogn Twin’s name
Eig—mﬁazél [képménys] Kenmogn wﬁ pipe of the

Here in the table, the 1st syllable stands fot frglable of the name of the paramount king of Wikge or
kingdom where the twins are borne. This is given to the second twin who came second; whereas the first is given

the namgkém-monys|" the noble of the twin". Some names are Circuntigthif a child is born straight after
twins were born in a family he receives automaljcdile name képymenys], which means that you are the pipe
(smoking) of the twins. In anghoma14a’ name, the suffix-menys| is related to twins.

6.4 Circumstantial or neutral names

Some circumstantial names include orphans andgipriacess names.

Table 21
Morphological Form Phonetic Form French writing Glosses
Int?- " -kém)| Lo A Toukan The cup of the
Cup AM noble [nturkem] noble
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|t1-mo-mbe [t imbmbé ] Timobé Nobody was in the
Neg -person - compound compound
[ti-zyE-t4 NI Tijete He who does not
Neg —know- father [tisyeta] know his father

If you are the first born of the Paramount Chied)(ifou will be given the name: Toukam "the cup olbleness"

* Some names are Onomatopoeias;

Table 22
MorphologicalForm PhoneticForm French writing Glosses
Gm-t (wa Tchumtchwi
|tfam-tfwa?) _ [ tfémt wa?] To drop , to land
Drop - onomatopoeia

This name is given to whoever gets out of the wavitb the feet.
7. Discussion of the Results

Naming practice in the Ghomala’ area reinforces kinship, parentage and relatipnshies.

In Ghom&léa’, not all the names are inheritable, because thesecircumstantial names that rely on the
conditions, manners and circumstances in whiclcktiled was born. From the morpho-syntatic analysis,can

see how th&€homala’ people believe in God the almighty, that is unigne universal. God is at center of their
live condition.

From the name bearing the morphémie|at the name initial, median or final position, weesthe close
relationship these people have with God. They d@¥ein him as the one who can accept or refugghary.

TheGhomala’ native speakers believe in the mystical powemiid, this is why twins are given special names
related to nobleness or to the king’'s name. Sindrestare so special, they are given special nah@scannot be

inherited, those that have given birth to twin lesbwill receive the title ofmé-nys|"mother of twins" ofta-
nys|"father of twins"

Conclusion

This article set out to find answers to the follogiiqueries: to which extent can naming contriboteultural
nationalism in Cameroon? What is behind the souhds make up the morphemes and the words used in
Ghomala’ language as Names? What are the morpho-syntattatise and the semantic implications of names
in this area? What are the criteria for naming sméild in this area? We can conclude from thevatamalysis
that naming in th&&homa14a’ linguistic area, portrays the thought and thdebek of the people, from the
internal structure of names, we see that they deveein God almighty, who is the Alpha and Omeda o
everything that can happen in their social miliBachGhomala’ child should therefore endeavour to learn
about the meaning of the name he is bearing. Thawe special names because they are so specialidgeeven
the modern obstetrician can hardly explain. And thavhy mothers and fathers of twins are also ispecial
and respectful nicknames that are so close theenebs. At the dusk of this article, one can womdeat might

be the sociolinguistic significance of the naminglie Ghomala’ area. But that is another research topic that
deserves to be looked into next time.
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